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Calf Scours Protocol 

Scours in calves, also called neonatal calf diarrhoea, can be a serious and rapidly fatal disease causing significant mortality in many herds.  

Prompt treatment can save many of these calves. 

The flowchart below guides our treatment decisions based on the answers to some important questions about the condition of a scouring calf.  

 

Is the calf >5% dehydrated  

(depressed, sunken eyes,  

prolonged skin tent)? 
NO YES 

Is the suckle weak or absent? Is the calf able to stand? 
NO 

Is the suckle weak or absent? 

ORAL REHYDRATION THERAPY 

Give Metacam – 1.1ml per 100lbs 

under the skin 

If the rectal temperature is >40ᵒ C: 

Give Borgal – 3ml per 100lbs in the 

muscle for 3 days 

Every other feeding with calf 

electrolytes, continue feeding 

normal amount of milk 

INTRAVENOUS REHYDRATION THERAPY 

Give Metacam – 1.1ml per 100lbs under 

the skin 

Give Borgal – 3ml per 100lbs in the 

muscle for 3 days (first treatment will be 

IV with the vet) 

Call vets to get calf hooked up to IV fluids 

and develop a feeding plan (first feeding 

via stomach tube with calf electrolytes in 

water) 

GOOD SUCKLE 
WEAK SUCKLE 

YES 

WEAK SUCKLE 

GOOD SUCKLE 


